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Unwrapping Forgiveness
December 15, 2019

 STUDY

Spend the week studying Isaiah 53:1–12. Consult the commentary provided and any additional study tools to enhance 
your preparation.

 DETERMINE

Determine which discussion points and study questions will work best for your group.

 PRAY

Pray for our pastors and this week’s message, the upcoming group time, your group members, and their openness to 
God’s Word.

 L ANDING P OINT

Forgiveness is a gift God asks me to receive and give to others.

CONFIDENTIALIT Y  | What’s said in the group stays in the group.

NO CROSS -TALK  | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting 
during group time.

NO FIXING | We are not in the group to fi x each other. Jesus does that part.

SHARING  | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Don’t talk too much or too little. Every person brings 
something valuable to the group.

p r e pa r at i o n

g r o u p  d i s c u s s i o n
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As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

T H E  G R E A T E S T  G I F T
We tend to value gifts by what they cost. Some gifts cost money. Others cost thought, time and effort to find or 

create. Really, a gift is a sacrifice—whether big or small—made by someone. Some people save year-round in order 

to buy an extravagant Christmas gift for their spouse. Some spend hours laboring to make a special craft or piece of 

furniture for a friend or family member. The greater the sacrifice, the more valuable the gift.

This week, as you continue your journey through Isaiah, your group will discuss the Messiah’s greatest gift to us—

the forgiveness of sins. This gift wasn’t cheap. It came at a great cost. Jesus, the Messiah king, humbled Himself as 

a servant and gave His life so you could be forgiven of your sin.

Q: What’s the most extravagant gift you’ve received from someone?

Q: Explain the following statement in your own words: The greater the sacrifice, the 
more valuable the gift.

i n t r o d u c t i o n
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O

Select 2–3 questions to discuss as a group.

P O W E R  I N  W E A K N E S S
Isaiah 53 is quoted in the New Testament more than any other chapter in the Old Testament. Even though the 

prophecy was written hundreds of years before Jesus came to earth, the description of the Suffering Servant figure 

lines up with the life of Christ in every way. Let’s take a look at how Isaiah describes this figure.

First, we see the Servant’s origins. Isaiah tells us there is nothing special about His appearance. Nothing about His 

upbringing makes Him stand out in a crowd. Next, the Servant is rejected by men. His life is associated with sorrow 

and grief. People expected the Messiah king to be a conquering hero, not someone despised and cast out by the 

people. The Messiah wasn’t supposed to suffer, they thought. He was supposed to come in power and overthrow 

Israel’s enemies. But Isaiah tells us this Servant is an unlikely hero. He shows his power in weakness.

read: Isaiah 53:1–12. How would you describe the Suffering Servant in your own 
words?

Q: How can there be power in weakness?

T H E  S E R V A N T ’ S  T R I U M P H
Next, we see something remarkable. The sorrow and grief this Servant will take upon himself is not his own—it’s 
ours. Instead of us receiving the just punishment and wrath of God for sin, the Servant stands in our place. He is 
afflicted, wounded, pierced and crushed as our substitute. Why did he do this? Isaiah tells us—to give us healing 
from sin and peace with God. 

Then we get two contrasting images of sheep. Isaiah describes humans as lost sheep. Sheep aren’t the smartest 
creatures, and they are more or less helpless. That’s what sinful humanity is like. But this Servant is also like a 
sheep that is slaughtered as a sacrifice. The Servant doesn’t object; He willingly takes our place. He doesn’t defend 
Himself; He lays down His life in full submission. This Servant dies in dishonor as a criminal and is counted among 
them as a disgrace. 

On the surface, the Servant’s fate seems like a tragedy, just another reminder of how unjust and cruel the world is. 

l e a r n
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But Isaiah reminds us that everything happens for a reason. The Servant takes on his shoulders the sins of the world 
and gives His life as a sacrifice and ends up triumphing over his enemies. His victory means that sinners can actually 
be called righteous before God.

Q: How does sin make us lost and helpless?

Q: How does the Servant show humility and obedience?

Select 2–3 questions from this section to answer.

L O V E  T H A T  S A C R I F I C E S
What did it cost Jesus to forgive you? Everything. He paid the ultimate price (death and separation from God) so 

that you could have the ultimate reward (life and relationship with God). The greater the sacrifice, the more valuable 

the gift. The more we love someone, the more we are willing to sacrifice for that person. We are even willing to suffer 

great pain and loss for those we love. Isaiah 53 shows you just how much Jesus loves you and what He was willing 

to do to express His love for you. He went to the greatest lengths to give you the gift of forgiveness. He suffered in 

death and lost his life to give you His gift. All He asks is for you to accept the gift.

Q: Recall a time when someone sacrificed out of love for you or someone else.

Q: What is it about love that makes someone willing to sacrifice for another?

l i v e
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R E C Y C L E  T H E  G I F T
This Christmas, God wants you to not only receive His gift of forgiveness but also share it with others. Forgiving 

others starts with humility. Pride will keep you from forgiving others. If you think you’re better than someone or 

think they don’t deserve forgiveness, you’ll hold back. You won’t forgive them. 

All of us have done things or had things done to us that need to be forgiven. The pain and betrayal might seem 

impossible to forgive. When you feel like you can’t forgive someone, look to Jesus. See how He humbled Himself. 

See the lengths that He went to forgive your sin. Every act of forgiveness is a death. You’re putting pride and 

resentment in you to death and replacing it with love. You’re choosing to see the other person as God sees you—as 

someone in need of forgiveness.

Q: How do pride and resentment create road blocks to forgiveness? How can you 
overcome them?

Q: How does humility make you see people differently? What changes?

Select 1 question from this section to ask your group.

F O R G I V E N E S S  I N  P R A C T I C E
What if everyone in your group committed to live out Christ’s example of humility in Philippians 2:1–10? What if 

everyone walked humbly, looked to the interests of others and shared the mind of Christ? If you did this, wouldn’t 

it make a radical difference in the way you view your relationships?

What if everyone in your group showed radical forgiveness this Christmas? What if you made that phone call or took 

the time this holiday season to make things right in those hard relationships? If you did this, wouldn’t that make 

this a Christmas to remember?

l e a d
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Spend time in adoration to God for His forgiveness. Praise Him for His great love, that He was willing to give up 
His own Son so that your sins could be forgiven. Ask Him to reveal the relationships where forgiveness is needed.

Midway through this week, send a follow-up email to your group with some or all of the following: 

• Read Philippians 2:1–10 and reflect on how humility makes us look like Jesus to others.

• Ask the group to share any stories or lessons learned where they see God at work in their lives.

p r ay

Q: Think of one person you need to forgive or seek forgiveness from. When will you do it?

Q: How can forgiveness be a powerful witness of your faith in Christ?

fo l l ow  u p
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Rejected by Men “Rejection of the servant reveals how misguided the human mind is.”1 Sin makes us refuse to 
see our condition as it truly is. It makes us rationalize sin and, despite its damaging effects, prefer it to a life with 
God. The Spirit gives us a right understanding of our sinful condition and exposes sin and our need for God.

Christ’s Suffering Christ “did not merely suffer physical pain and human abandonment; on the cross, He 
was even abandoned by God, receiving the hellish fate that all people deserve. The extremity of Jesus’ suffering 
shows that His compassion is real and not theoretical (Heb. 2:17, 18).”2

From Rebels to Servants The reference to the Servant being “numbered with the transgressors” refers 
to “the idea of rebellion, an important concept in Isaiah (1:2, 20, 23, 28; 24:20; 43:27; 46:8; 66:24). The Servant 
would identify himself with these rebels, bearing their “sin” (cf. Luke 22:37; 2 Cor 5:21) and making “intercession” 
for them so that they could once again become faithful servants of the King (cf. Rom 8:34).”3 Sin makes us rebels 
against God our King, but Jesus makes us servants of God.

co m m e n ta ry
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