
Small Group Discussion Guide



1  |  C H R I S T M A S  I N  Y O U

Christmas in You: The Birth of Christ
December 6, 2020

 STUDY

Spend the week studying Luke 2. Consult the commentary provided and any additional study tools to enhance your 
preparation.

 PRAY

Pray for our pastors and this week’s message, the upcoming group time, your group members, and their openness to 
God’s Word.

 L ANDING P OINT

The birth of Christ reveals God’s great love for me.

CONFIDENTIALIT Y  | What’s said in the group stays in the group.

NO CROSS -TALK  | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting 
during group time.

NO FIXING | We are not in the group to fi x each other. Jesus does that part.

SHARING  | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Don’t talk too much or too little. Every person brings 
something valuable to the group.

p r e pa r at i o n

g r o u p  d i s c u s s i o n



2  |  C H R I S T M A S  I N  Y O U

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

W A I T I N G  F O R  T H E  S A V I O R
During Christmastime believers observe four weeks of Advent, which is Latin for “come into.” Jesus came to res-

cue us from sin and bring us back to God. Advent is a time of hope, preparation, joy, and love. Advent is a time of 

hope because Jesus came into the world for us. Our great hope rests in Him and what He did for us. Without Him 

we have no real hope. Advent is a time of preparation, because we prepare our hearts to reflect on what His first 

arrival into the world means for us. We also look forward to when He will return again and set this broken world 

right. Advent is a time for joy because all of God’s promises are ultimately fulfilled in Jesus—His birth, ministry, 

death and resurrection. As believers, we have every reason to rejoice at His coming. Advent is a time for love be-

cause God’s love made Him act. The Father’s love provided a way for us to return to Him through His Son, Jesus.

This week your group will discuss the birth of Christ and why this was the moment in history when the curtain was 

pulled back to reveal God’s great love for us. 

Q: What are your favorite Christmas memories from the past? Why are they significant 
to you?

Select 2–3 questions to discuss as a group.

H E  D W E L T  A M O N G  U S
Luke 2 is the most extensive account of Jesus’s birth in the Bible. Luke knew this event was significant and wanted 
to record it for future generations. Jesus’s mission begins with His birth, with His entering our world to become one 
of us and dwell among us. He is Emmanuel, which means “God among us.” Let’s read how this actually took place 
in time and history!

i n t r o d u c t i o n

d e e p e r  d i v e



3  |  C H R I S T M A S  I N  Y O U

L O O K I N G  B A C K ,  L O O K I N G  F O R W A R D
Christmas, is a great time for reflection. It’s a time to look back on the many ways God has proven Himself faithful to 
you in the past year. Throughout the Bible, God calls His people to remember. We think of how He showed up when 
we needed Him. What does remembering do for us? It gives us hope. It gives us a glimpse into what He will do for 
us in the future. Christmas is also a time to look forward. Jesus’s birth proclaims God’s love to each of us—and all 
the world. Christ has come and there’s a way for you. He is the way for you to become the person you were created 
to be. It is possible.

As you look backward and forward, remember these things:

•  God is always faithful to His promises. Everyone else is this life will disappoint us at some point. But God 
never disappoints. He will always be true to His promises. You can trust Him. 

•  You have every reason to hope. Without hope it’s hard to move forward in life. We need hope to give us 
the strength and courage necessary to navigate the harsh realities of life. Christ gives us that hope. He came 
to show us that God is working to give us the life we were meant to live.

•  Every day is an opportunity to share His great love with others. Christ came for each of us and He came 
for the world. God’s love overflows. It enters us and flows out to others. This Christmas, God wants you to 
let His love overflow to others through yourself.

R e f l ec t i o n  a n d  n e x t  s t e p s

Q: Have volunteers read Luke 2. As the passage is read, consider how the birth of Jesus 
is unique.

Q: In what ways do you see Jesus identifying with us in His birth?

Q: The angels glorified God and the shepherds felt compelled to do the same. How can 
you practically glorify God this Christmastime?

Q: What’s something that God has revealed to you that you need to treasure in your 
heart these days?
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Q: Spend time as a group looking back and praising God for His faithfulness in the past 
year.

Q: What’s one thing you’re asking God to do for you or someone else in the future?

Q: Name one thing you can do this next week to share God’s love with someone else.

Q: How can the group be praying for you this week?

F I V E  Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  Y O U R  G R O U P  C H R I S T M A S 
P A R T Y

1. What’s one thing you can thank God for this year?

2. If you could go back, what would you change about this last year?

3. How are you different now from what you were last year?

4. If God could do one thing for you, what would you want Him to do?

5. What are you most looking forward to in the next year?
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The Extraordinary in the Ordinary “The greatest miracle in the history of the world, the eternal Son of 
God being born as a man, happens quietly in a stable in an obscure village in Judea.”1 Jesus’s arrival reminds us 
that we can do extraordinary things for God and others in ordinary, day-to-day life. Think about how you can be 
extraordinary in ordinary circumstances.

Why the Shepherds? “In later Jewish traditions, shepherds were often considered troublemakers; but in the 
Old Testament, God is portrayed as the shepherd who cares for his people (Gen 48:15; 49:24; Ps 23:1; Jer 31:10). 
David, who was a shepherd, was also called to be the shepherd of God’s people (2 Sam 5:2; 7:7; 1 Chr 11:2; 17:6).”2

The Hidden Years “What did Jesus do during the “hidden years” at Nazareth? Dr. Luke reports that the lad 
developed physically, mentally, socially, and spiritually (Luke 2:40, 52). In His incarnation, the Son of God set aside 
the independent use of His own divine attributes and submitted Himself wholly to the Father (Phil. 2:1–11). There 
are deep mysteries here that no one can fully understand or explain, but we have no problem accepting them by 
faith.”3

co m m e n ta ry
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