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 STUDY

Spend the week studying 1 Kings 3:3–13. Consult the commentary provided and any additional study tools to enhance 
your preparation.

 DETERMINE

Determine which discussion points and study questions will work best for your group.

 PRAY

Pray for our pastors and this week’s message, the upcoming group time, your group members, and their openness to 
God’s Word.

 L ANDING P OINT

God gives wisdom when we humbly ask for it.

 CONFIDENTIALIT Y  | What’s said in the group stays in the group.

 NO CROSS -TALK  | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting 
during group time.

 NO FIXING | We are not in the group to fi x each other. Jesus does that part.

 SHARING  | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Don’t talk too much or too little. Every person brings 
something valuable to the group.

p r e pa r at i o n

g r o u p  d i s c u s s i o n
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As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

W A L K I N G  I N  W I S D O M
Life is complicated, full of perplexing questions and tough decisions. And we want answers. We want guidance in 

making tough decisions. We want life to be ordered and manageable, not a chaotic mess. As much as we want it to 

be, life is rarely neatly ordered and easy to navigate.

We are limited. We don’t have all the knowledge and education necessary to address every unique situation in life. 

We need help. We need a guide. We need a map to help navigate the complexities of life.

Wisdom begins and ends with God. He is our guide and His Word is our map. He is the source of all wisdom, and we 

cannot gain true wisdom without knowing Him. The Bible urges you to “get wisdom” because it puts you on a path 

to real life and joy. John Piper puts it this way:

When the Bible says, “Get wisdom,” it is referring to that practical knowledge of how to attain true 

and lasting happiness. It begins with the fear of the Lord and consists in humbly hearing and doing 

God’s will perceived both in Scripture and in the unique circumstances of the moment. Such wisdom 

is essential because the person who has it finds life and joy, but the person who doesn’t finds death 

and misery. Therefore, “Get wisdom! Get wisdom!”1

Q: Where can life be most complicated and perplexing to you?

Q: Why is understanding the source of wisdom important in gaining it?

i n t r o d u c t i o n
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O

Select 2–3 questions to discuss as a group.

S O L O M O N ’ S  H U M B L E  R E Q U E S T
Solomon had established himself as king over Israel. As he sat in power over a nation, his crown weighed heavy 

upon his head. The thought of leading God’s people as their ruler was daunting. He loved God and wanted to honor 

Him and honor his father, David. But he was just a man. How could he possibly be up to the task? Then God came 

to Solomon with an offer unlike any other.

One night when the king was in Gibeon, God visited Solomon in a dream. The Lord said to him, “Ask whatever you 

want and I’ll give it to you.” Solomon could have asked for fame and glory. He could have asked to be rich and live 

a long life. Instead, Solomon asked for something even greater. He told God, “Lord, you are loving and faithful. I’m 

in charge of an entire nation, and I can’t do it without you. Therefore, give me wisdom that I may lead this people 

like you.”

Read: 1 Kings 3:3–13. Split into pairs and retell the story in your own words. 

Q: What can you learn about godly leadership from Solomon in this story? 

G O D ’ S  G E N E R O U S  R E S P O N S E
Solomon’s request pleased God. He saw the king’s heart and knew he was humble. God told the Solomon, “I will give 

you what you desire, but I will also give you everything you didn’t ask for. You will be wise, wiser than any man who 

ever lived. And I will also give you riches and honor so your fame as king will be unsurpassed.” 

Q: Solomon experienced God’s pleasure. Where do you experience God’s pleasure?

Q: How would you explain that wisdom is worth seeking above riches, fame and power?

l e a r n
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Select 2–3 questions from this section to answer. 

There is much we can learn about wisdom from Solomon’s encounter with God. From his story we 
learn about: 1) wisdom’s foundation, 2) what you need to gain wisdom and 3) what wisdom gives you.

T H E  F O U N D A T I O N  O F  W I S D O M
God’s love is the foundation of wisdom. Wisdom comes because of who God is. God gives wisdom because He is 

loving and generous to give it, not because we are good and deserve it. We are anything but deserving, but God is 

gracious to give us the gift of wisdom. “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all 

without reproach, and it will be given him” (James 1:5).

God is delighted when you come to him with your needs. Ask for wisdom and He will give it to you, because His 

character is loving and generous to those in need.

Q: How does God show His love by giving you wisdom?

O N E  N E C E S S A R Y  Q U A L I T Y
Solomon didn’t appeal to his position as king. He didn’t think he was any better than those over whom he ruled. He 

knew he couldn’t lead God’s people without God’s guidance and understanding. Solomon stood before God with a 

humble heart. 

Humility is the prerequisite for gaining wisdom. What is humility? Humility is “being free from arrogance and pride 

and having an accurate estimate of one’s worth.”2 Humility isn’t looking down on yourself. It’s seeing yourself in a 

right way. You can’t have wisdom without humility. A humble heart receives wisdom. A proud heart rejects it. God 

gives grace to the humble, but he opposes the proud (James 4:6). 

Q: Describe someone whom you view as truly humble.

l i v e
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Select 1 question from this section to ask your group.

G O  T O  T H E  S O U R C E
God’s wisdom gives us principles for living, but His wisdom is more than principles. True wisdom is found in a 

person, Jesus Christ. He is the source of all wisdom and knowledge (Col. 2:3). He is the greatest teacher of wisdom 

(Proverbs 2:1–6; Matthew 7:13–14). He gives wisdom (2 Corinthians 3:3). Faith in Christ enables us to know the 

beginning of wisdom, which is the “fear of the Lord” (Proverbs 1:7).3

Q: How is God’s wisdom different from other types of wisdom based on principles?

l e a d

W H A T  W I S D O M  D O E S
As you gain wisdom, something happens. Your heart becomes tender toward God. Wisdom’s reward is a heart that 

is soft and responsive to God. Wisdom softens your heart to hear God’s Word and discern what is the right thing to 

think or do in a given situation. It makes you more sensitive to God’s leading and how you can honor Him. A tender 

heart is a hearing heart.

If you want to walk in wisdom, be humble and let God make your heart tender toward Him.

Q: Where does your heart need to be more tender right now?

Q: What’s one thing you can start doing this week to walk in wisdom?
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Where do you need God’s wisdom most right now? Ask God for it. He will generously give it to you. Pray for someone 

specific who needs to discover Jesus Christ, the true source of wisdom.

Midway through this week, send a follow-up email to your group with some or all of the following: 

• Read James 3:13–18 and reflect on what James says about the wisdom that comes from God.

• Ask the group to share any stories or lessons learned where they see God at work in their lives.

p r ay

fo l l ow  u p

G I V I N G  W I S D O M  T O  O T H E R S
As God generously gives you wisdom, you are to generously give it to others. There are people out there who need 

to hear God’s wisdom from you. God wants to use you to spread His wisdom to others. God gets glory when you 

receive His wisdom and pass it on to others. God wants to use you to help someone else enjoy real life and joy in Him 

through the wisdom you have to offer.

Q: Name one person you can share the wisdom of Jesus with this week.
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Why Was Solomon in Gibeon? Gibeon was “Israel’s most important high place at the time; six miles (9.7 
kilometers) northwest of Jerusalem (cf. Josh. 9:3–10:15; 2 Sam. 2; 21:1–9). Its hosting of the tabernacle and the 
altar of burnt offering after the Philistines destroyed Shiloh (1 Sam. 4:11–22) may account for its unique importance 
(1 Chron. 21:29; 2 Chron. 1:2–6).”4

Concern for Others What motivated Solomon’s prayer? It wasn’t a concern for his own needs. The 
king revealed his true character by asking God for wisdom to lead God’s people. He didn’t want wisdom just to 
be personally successful. He wanted wisdom that would benefit and make God’s people prosper.5 What’s your 
motivation in gaining wisdom, personal gain or being a blessing to others?

Wisdom Literature in the Bible Wisdom literature in the Bible is “a genre of writing featuring wise sayings 
and astute observations. These writings teach how to live according to such principles as intelligence, understanding, 
common sense, statecraft, and practical skills.”6 Most of the wisdom literature in the Bible is found in Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes and Job.

Each of these books explores the basic question, what does it look like to live a good life? Proverbs teaches us about 
God’s character and wisdom, which can guide us through life in a variety of areas. Sometimes, bad things happen to 
good and wise people. This is what Ecclesiastes addresses. Ecclesiastes shows us that we must trust God instead of 
trusting ourselves. Job wrestles with the question of why a wise God would let terrible things happen to an innocent 
man. God answers Job and shows him that his suffering is one page of a larger story God is writing in the universe 
through His wisdom.7 

co m m e n ta ry
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