
Small Group Discussion Guide



1  |  A  L I F E  O F  F A I T H

Next: An Increasing Faith
October 18, 2020

 STUDY

Spend the week studying Genesis 17:1-27. Consult the commentary provided and any additional study tools to enhance 
your preparation.

 PRAY

Pray for our pastors and this week’s message, the upcoming group time, your group members, and their openness to 
God’s Word.

 L ANDING P OINT

A life of faith is an increasing faith over time by God’s direction.

CONFIDENTIALIT Y  | What’s said in the group stays in the group.

NO CROSS -TALK  | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting 
during group time.

NO FIXING | We are not in the group to fi x each other. Jesus does that part.

SHARING  | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Don’t talk too much or too little. Every person brings 
something valuable to the group.

p r e pa r at i o n

g r o u p  d i s c u s s i o n



2  |  A  L I F E  O F  F A I T H

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

W O R K  I N  P R O G R E S S
A life of faith is a work in progress. God is always working to stretch and grow you. He doesn’t reveal everything 

about His plan all at once. He doesn’t show us all the requirements and challenges ahead. That, perhaps, would be 

too much for us to take in. Instead, what He does is increase our faith over time. He reveals more of Himself, more 

of His demands and more of His blessings. A life of faith is an increasing faith over time by God’s direction. 

Q: What’s one area where you see God working in you right now?

Select 2–3 questions to discuss as a group.

F A R  F R O M  F I N I S H E D
It has been fifteen years since Abraham began his journey. He’s ninety-nine-years old and you would think that he 
is near the end of his faith journey. But God is far from finished with him. This week your group will see how God 
continues to develop Abraham’s faith in many ways. As you read about Abraham’s faith, consider how God works 
in a similar way in your life.

Q: Have someone read Genesis 17:1-27. Then have someone retell the story in their own 
words.

Q: How would you describe the way God relates to Abraham in this story?

Q: What is it to receive something that has long been promised to you? Describe the 
emotions.

i n t r o d u c t i o n

d e e p e r  d i v e
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A  F A I T H  I N C R E A S I N G
God was developing Abraham’s faith and He does the same with us. Let’s look at some of the ways God developed 
Abraham’s faith and how He does it in us. God increases our faith day-by-day and we need to see that a walk of faith 
is a process that includes many steps through the seasons of life.

• Increasing Revelation. God revealed Himself to Abraham by a new name – El Shaddai. The name means 
‘God, the all sufficient one’ and it speaks to God’s power to be enough in every and all seasons. You have all 
you need in Him. He provides for you in your defects and in your desires. 

• Increasing Demands. God demanded a lot from Abraham. He called him to leave his family and everything 
that was familiar to him. God was crafting Abraham into a new man. He used circumcision to mark him 
and signify that the new Abraham would not be like the old Abraham. It’s the same with us. God is working 
to make us new, to make us into the men and women we were meant to be. In order to make that possible, 
God chooses to make demands on us that stretch us beyond our limits. When we’re beyond our limits, we 
turn to Him in total dependence.

• Increasing Blessing. Time and time again God referred to His covenant promise to Abraham. God 
promised that He would be true to His word. As believers, we have every spiritual blessing in Jesus 
(Ephesians 1:3). God changed Abraham and Sarah’s names and He changes our names. Each believer is 
now a child of God. We belong to Him and He works to bless us in our lives. A life of faith is believing that 
God is true to His word and will, as a Good Father, bless His children when we obey.

Q: What are some of the ways God has shown Himself to be the ‘all sufficient one’ in 
your life?

Q: Share about a time when you were beyond your limits and needed to totally depend 
on God. What did you learn through that circumstance?

Q: How does your view of God change when you see Him as a Father who desires to 
bless His children?

Q: How can the group be praying for you this week?

R e f l ec t i o n  a n d  n e x t  s t e p s
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What’s in a Name? “Like many other divine names in Genesis, the common Semitic word for ‘God,’ ’El, is 
followed by a term that highlights a particular attribute of God (see note on 14:18). ’El Shaddai emphasizes God’s 
power, which in this context will enable Sarai to bear Abram a son. Two closely related instructions are given to 
Abram, challenging him (1) to maintain an ongoing relationship with God and (2) to be faultless or perfect.”1

God’s Promise “This covenant [or promise] looks toward the future and will be established with future 
generations of Abraham’s descendants, beginning with Isaac (v.21)2 God’s promise wasn’t just for Abraham but for 
future generations. We are recipients of God’s promise to Abraham through Jesus Christ.

God’s Provision “God makes wonderful promises for those who trust and obey. But even better news is that he 
has also made wonderful provision for those who haven’t yet done so—not in a lamb from Abram’s fold, but in the 
‘Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world’ (John 1:29). Jesus has made provision for our forgiveness so that 
all of us who, with Abram, will ‘call on the name of the Lord will be saved’ (Rom. 10:13).”3

co m m e n ta ry
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