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Pulling Weeds
October 6, 2019

 STUDY

Spend the week studying Colossians 3:5–11.

 L ANDING P OINT

I am to kill sin or it will kill me.

preparation

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

Y O U R  G A R D E N
A healthy, fruitful garden doesn’t happen automatically. It requires care and attention to create a healthy 

environment for growth. A good gardener needs to know how to plant, water and fertilize. These things promote 

life and growth. A good gardener also needs to pull weeds that threaten to choke the plants; they are mindful of 

the dangers that threaten their garden.

The Christian life is a lot like a garden. God wants to produce new life, health and fl ourishing in your garden. He 

has given you His Spirit and a new nature to make this possible. But the dangers of sin are still there and must be 

removed at all costs if your garden is to be healthy and fruitful. 

Sin is a serious matter—one of life and death. There are countless opportunities on your campus, on your 

smartphone or in your relationships to entertain sinful desires and attitudes. Sin doesn’t skip classes or call in 

sick. It’s always there, ready to work against you and lead you away from God and toward death. Therefore, you 

introduction
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should take every measure to fight against it in your life.

A  N E W  W A Y
In Colossians 3:1–4 Paul calls believers in Colossae to seek and set their minds on things above. These believers 

have been buried and raised with Christ. They have died to sin and have been raised in power by the Holy Spirit to 

live a life pleasing to God. 

Every believer is a new creation called to live in a new way. This new way does not tolerate sin for a second. Paul’s 

tone is serious and to the point: “You have to do whatever it takes to kill sin in your life. God’s wrath is coming 

to those who choose to live for sin. There was a time when you lived to satisfy your sinful desires but things have 

changed. You can’t live your new life in Christ in the old way of sinful behaviors.”

P U L L I N G  W E E D S
Paul gives three categories of weeds that need to be pulled from your garden. Let’s look at each one:

• Sensual sins – Sins that create an excessive desire for anything that makes you lust after it with your 
appetite. It can be sex or sweets or anything that makes you say, “I want that, and I want it now.”

• Greed (or covetousness) – Always wanting more and envying others who have what you don’t have. Paul 
says this is idolatry because it’s a desire for something or someone more than God.

• Social sins – These sins reveal how we can have a sinful attitude toward others that leads to angry 
outbursts, wishing ill of others, dragging someone’s name through the mud, being loose with your language 
or lying to others.

R U T H L E S S  O R  R E C K L E S S
You really only have two options in dealing with sin: to be reckless or ruthless. Sam Storms puts it this way:

Either we are ruthless in our commitment and efforts to kill sin (lest it be killing us) or we are reckless 
by default. One doesn’t have to make deliberate choices to commit specific sins to be reckless. All one 
need do is fail to take calculated and precise steps to avoid temptation, flee sin at first sight, and treat 
it as one’s mortal enemy. Not to do so is to be reckless (defined by Webster as lacking proper caution, 
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careless of consequences, negligent), regardless of intent, regardless of stated hatred for sin.1

B E  K I L L I N G  S I N
Sin isn’t something to be tolerated; it’s not something we can just ignore. Sin is like a venomous snake in your 

garden, coiled and ready to strike at any moment. What reasonable person would say, “I’ll just ignore the snake”? 

No. A reasonable person would kill the snake and remove it.

Jesus has killed the snake for you. Long ago in Genesis after Adam and Eve fell in the garden, God promised to 

send a Savior to crush the head of the serpent (see 3:15). Jesus put the snake of sin to death at the cross. May you 

live your life in light of His victory over sin. May you find identity in Him and let your life come into line with the 

truth that you are a new creation in Him, empowered to live for Him and not for sin.
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ENDNOTES:

1. Sam Storms, “Ruthless or Reckless (Col. 3: 5-11),” Sam Storms: Enjoying God, accessed October 1, 2019, https://www.samstorms.com/all-articles/post/ruth-
less-or-wreckless--3:5-11-.

Answer the following questions as a group. Remember to be respectful by not talking down to or over 

others.

Q: How would you describe a healthy and flourishing life?

Q: Name some places or relationships in your life where there is a strong temptation to 
sin? What makes the temptation so strong for you?

read: Colossians 3:5–11. Describe some of the damage these sinful weeds can 
cause in your life?

Q: Why is willpower not enough to pull up these sinful weeds? What more is needed?

Q: The Bible tells us to confess our sins and repent (or turn) from them. Why are these 
two things essential?

Q: Why is it important to remember what Jesus has done for you in your fight against 
sin? What happens if you forget what He has done?

Q: How would you live differently if you saw sin as something that must be killed at all 
costs?

End in prayer.

questions


