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Next: Faith in Conflict
September 27, 2020

 STUDY

Spend the week studying Genesis 13:1-14:24. Consult the commentary provided and any additional study tools to 
enhance your preparation.

 PRAY

Pray for our pastors and this week’s message, the upcoming group time, your group members, and their openness to 
God’s Word.

 L ANDING P OINT

God is calling you to trust Him and step into the courageous zone.

 CONFIDENTIALIT Y  | What’s said in the group stays in the group.

 NO CROSS -TALK  | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting 
during group time.

 NO FIXING | We are not in the group to fix each other. Jesus does that part.

 SHARING  | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Don’t talk too much or too little. Every person brings 
something valuable to the group.

p r e pa r at i o n

g r o u p  d i s c u s s i o n
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As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

I N  H I S  H A N D S
Courage is one of those virtues that has been admired in every culture throughout history. We are naturally drawn 

to courageous people and we think, if we were our best self, we would be courageous, too. In Hebrews 11 we see 

what courage looks like in the lives of people like Abel, Enoch, Noah, Sarah, Joseph, Moses, Gideon, Rahab, Samuel, 

David, etc. These men and women walked by faith, moving to the edge of what they knew and feared and taking one 

more step forward.

A life of faith requires courage. It’s the courage to trust God and put your life in His hands. This week your group will 

discuss how Abraham bounced back from a faith failure and moved out of his comfort zone and into the courageous 

zone of faith. Like Abraham, you, too, can trust God and take than next right step of faith with courage.

Q: Discuss words or images that come to your mind when you think of courage. What do 
these words and images have in common?

Select 2–3 questions to discuss as a group.

F E A R  O F  F A I T H ?
Abraham blew it in Egypt but now he gets a chance to redeem himself. He’s living the life of a nomad, moving from 
place to place and gaining wealth in the process. But not everything is peaches and cream. There’s conflict both 
inside and outside his traveling troop. There’s in-fighting among family members and kings are preparing to go to 
war in the region. How will Abraham face these conflicts? With fear or with faith?

Q: What are the differences between someone who acts in faith and someone who acts 

i n t r o d u c t i o n

d e e p e r  d i v e
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O N E  M O R E  C O U R A G E O U S  S T E P
Abraham showed great courage in the face of difficulty. His life was an adventure because he was willing to take that 
next courageous step with God. Let’s look at two truths about courage that can help you in your life’s adventure: 

• Courage begins with fighting battles within. People of courage allow God to show them the truth about 
what’s inside them. They ask God to reveal any flaw, fear or inadequacy that might be holding them back. 
Courage requires humility and honesty to admit that you need His strength, wisdom and revelation to fight 
the battle within and win.

• Courage is the power to let go of the familiar. Abraham had to let go of the familiar to walk by faith. God is 
calling you out of your comfort zone and into the courageous zone. Maybe you’re facing a situation where 
God is calling you to walk to the edge of your knowledge and fear and take one more courageous step. You 
can take that step and live out the words of Corrie ten Boom: “Never be afraid to trust an unknown future 
to a known God.”

Q: Why are humility and honesty necessary in developing courage?

Q: What can keep you in your comfort zone? What can you do to step out of it?

Q: Think of a something you’re facing currently (e.g., a big decision, a conversation you 
need to have, a difficulty). What would you do in response if you lived by faith and took a 

R e f l ec t i o n  a n d  n e x t  s t e p s

out of fear?

Q: Have 2-3 volunteers read Genesis 13:1-14:24. How did Abraham show generosity 
toward his nephew, Lot? What are some practical ways you can show that kind of 
generosity to others?

Q: Abraham trusted God with the results in rescuing his nephew. What’s an area in your 
life where you need to trust God with the results?
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ENDNOTES:

1. Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 76.
2. Allen P. Ross, “Genesis,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor 

courageous step?

Q: How can the group be praying for you this week?

The Most Dangerous Thing Faith can be revealed both in adversity and prosperity. Often comfort is the 
most dangerous thing for us. That’s not to say we shouldn’t enjoy the comforts and pleasures of life, but will we 
recognize that they come from God? Will we be generous with what we have? Will we enjoy comfort so much that 
we can’t say “Yes” to God when He calls us to step out of our comfort zone?

God’s Way “By contrasting Abram’s reactions to the kings of Sodom and Salem, this passage underlines his reliance 
on God rather than on military might in order to gain possession of Canaan. Although God has promised the land 
to Abram, the patriarch will not adopt violent strategies in order to obtain it.”1

Family Matters “[Abram and Lot’s] common bond shared over such a long period of time was to Abram 
something worth saving. To keep that intact, separation seemed the only possibility.”2 Abraham valued unity and 
family so much that he took measures to retain it, even if it meant parting ways.

co m m e n ta ry


