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Next: The Faith God Blesses
September 13, 2020

 STUDY

Spend the week studying Genesis 12:1–8. Consult the commentary provided and any additional study tools to enhance 
your preparation.

 PRAY

Pray for our pastors and this week’s message, the upcoming group time, your group members, and their openness to 
God’s Word.

 L ANDING P OINT

A life of faith is built on the foundation of God’s calling, promises and presence.

 CONFIDENTIALIT Y  | What’s said in the group stays in the group.

 NO CROSS -TALK  | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting 
during group time.

 NO FIXING | We are not in the group to fix each other. Jesus does that part.

 SHARING  | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Don’t talk too much or too little. Every person brings 
something valuable to the group.

p r e pa r at i o n

g r o u p  d i s c u s s i o n
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As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

A N  I N V I T A T I O N
The Bible tells us that faith is “the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1). 

Faith is foundational to the Christian life. Without it we can’t please God and experience His blessing. But what 

does faith look like? In this series your group will look at faith through the life of Abraham. This Old Testament 

patriarch’s remarkable life is filled with classic stories of faith. It’s also filled with its fair share of blunders and times 

when Abraham totally blew it. As it turns out, the father of our faith is a lot like us. Sometimes we show powerful 

faith when tested, and there are other times when our faith gets divided by fear, doubt, impatience or pride.

God wants to grow your faith, which is why He invites you to a life of faith built on His calling, promises and 

presence. He wants to show you that when your faith is in Him, nothing is impossible and blessing is sure to come.

Q: How would you describe a life of faith in your own words?

Select 2–3 questions to discuss as a group.

T H E  A D V E N T U R E  B E G I N S
Abraham’s story begins dramatically with his calling. We are barely introduced to him before God tells him to leave 
his homeland and go on a faith adventure with Him.

Q: Have someone read Genesis 12:1–8. What elements of adventure do you see in 
Abraham’s story so far?

Q: Recall a time when God called you to take an extraordinary step of faith.

i n t r o d u c t i o n

d e e p e r  d i v e
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Q: What are you doing now where you are totally dependent on God?

F A I T H  F O U N D A T I O N S
Strong faith needs a strong foundation. The beginning of Abraham’s story reveals three foundational principles for 
building our strengthening our faith. Let’s take a look at each of them. 

• Grounded faith. We need a faith that’s grounded in God’s calling. God called Abraham because He had 
a specific plan, purpose and place for him. He would build a nation from this one man and make him a 
blessing to the whole world. He would lead him to a land (Canaan). God didn’t give Abraham a detailed 
itinerary or play-by-play of where he was going or what was going to happen. He just said, “Go, and I will 
show you.” And Abraham obeyed. He took that next right step of faith. Like Abraham, God has a specific 
plan, purpose and place for you. What he’s asking of you is to trust Him and take that next right step of 
faith.

• Confident faith. We need a faith that is confident in God’s promises. God promised to make Abraham a 
great nation, to bless him, give him a great name and bless others through him. Real faith trusts that God 
always keeps His word. When He makes a promise, it’s a rock-solid guarantee. You may not know how God 
will fulfill His promise or how long it will take, but you can be confident that nothing is impossible for the 
most powerful Being in the universe. Nothing.

• Committed faith. We need a faith that’s committed to God’s presence. God’s call always brings you into a 
deeper life of faith and worship. Abraham built an altar to the Lord and worshiped Him there. We need to 
build our own altars today in the time and space we have in our lives. We can stop what we’re doing to daily 
worship and listen to God. We can direct our eyes upward and ask God, “What are you doing, and how 
can be a part of it?” The more you put yourself into God’s presence, the clearer His voice and commands 
become. 

Q: Name one area of your life where you need to take that next step of faith.

Q: Think of a place in your life where your faith is being tested. What’s a promise of God 
you can claim over this place?

R e f l ec t i o n  a n d  n e x t  s t e p s
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Q: What’s one thing you can do this week to incorporate more worship in your life, 
including your home, workplace, classroom, etc.?

Q: How can the group be praying for you this week?

Recalling the Promise “God’s promise is reiterated and expanded as time passes [in Abraham’s life] (13:14–
17; 15:4–5; 17:1–14; 18:18; 22:16–18; 26:2–5; 28:13–15; 35:10–12).”1 God cared for Abraham by reminding him of 
His promise. The promises of God can comfort and motivate us in times of testing or disappointment.

Abraham and Jesus “In the NT Paul sees in this promise of blessing an advance announcement of the gospel 
(Gal. 3:8), the blessing coming ultimately through Jesus Christ, the ‘seed’ of Abraham (Gal. 3:16). The apostle 
Peter likewise associates Jesus Christ with the fulfillment of God’s promise to bless the families of the earth (Acts 
3:25–26). Although the initial promises of nationhood and international blessing are conditional upon Abram’s 
obedience, God later guarantees these by making two covenants with Abram (chs. 15; 17).”2

Total Obedience “The solace of country and family must give way to a higher allegiance. This is the requirement 
of those who enter the kingdom, as Jesus taught, ‘Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not 
worthy of me” (Matt. 10:37).’”3

co m m e n ta ry
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