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Next: Next Step
August 9, 2020

 STUDY

Spend the week studying Matthew 3:13–17; John 14:1–3; Romans 10:9, 13; and 1 John 5:11–1. Consult the commentary 
provided and any additional study tools to enhance your preparation.

 PRAY

Pray for our pastors and this week’s message, the upcoming group time, your group members, and their openness to 
God’s Word.

 L ANDING P OINT

Every step on my spiritual journey is important to God.

CONFIDENTIALIT Y  | What’s said in the group stays in the group.

NO CROSS -TALK  | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting 
during group time.

NO FIXING | We are not in the group to fi x each other. Jesus does that part.

SHARING  | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Don’t talk too much or too little. Every person brings 
something valuable to the group.

p r e pa r at i o n

g r o u p  d i s c u s s i o n
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As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

P U T  M E  I N ,  C O A C H ,  I ’ M  R E A D Y  T O  P L A Y  T O D A Y
There are few things more American than baseball. It’s America’s pastime and many of us have fond memories of 

going to the ballpark to watch the boys of summer or playing pickup games with friends.

Our spiritual life is a lot like baseball. We get in the game, hit the ball and touch ’em all as we round the bases and 

head for home plate. God gives us a progression in our journey with Him and every “base” we touch is important. 

This week your group will discuss each base and God’s game plan for you to win at life.

Q: What are some key steps you’ve taken in life? How have they made a difference?

Select 2–3 questions to discuss as a group.

H O M E  P L A T E  –  H E A V E N
One day Jesus will return to establish His reign as the King of kings and finally defeat His (and our) enemies. When 
that day comes, we will experience life as it was truly meant to be lived—with God and without sin and death. Jesus’s 
promise of eternal life anchors us today with hope to live faithfully with Him and endure any difficulty or opposition.

Q: Have two people read John 14:1–3 and 1 John 5:11–13. Why do we need hope? What 
happens when we lose hope? 

i n t r o d u c t i o n

d e e p e r  d i v e



3  |  N E X T

1 S T  B A S E  –  F A I T H
The first step we take in our spiritual journey is actually two steps—repent and believe. We must turn from sin 
(repent) and turn to Jesus in faith that He did what we could not do (believe). He made a way for us to have 
a restored relationship with God through His death and resurrection. This is the most important base because 
nothing else matters if you never get to first base.

Q: Have someone read Romans 10:9 and 10:13. If you confess “Jesus is Lord,” how does 
that change the way you live and relate to Him?

2 N D  B A S E  –  B A P T I S M
The next step on the journey is baptism. Baptism is our way of acting out physically what has happened in us 
spiritually. We have gone from death to life and have been resurrected to a new way of living with Jesus. It’s our 
public confession that we identify with Jesus and belong to Him.

Q: Have someone read Matthew 3:13–17. Notice what God the Father said about His 
Son. The Father wants us to experience His pleasure. When was the last time you felt the 
Father’s pleasure for you?

3 R D  B A S E  –  T R A N S F O R M A T I O N
This new way of living includes being transformed to be more like Jesus. God gives us a new heart and His Spirit 
which empower us to live in a new way. 

• Growing in your knowledge of God and His Word.

• Praying and spending time in communion with God.

• Connecting with others in relationships and community.
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• Sharing your goods, your gifts and God’s gospel.

Q: What’s one thing you need to start (or stop) doing this week in order to live in a more 
transformed way? 

W H E R E  A R E  Y O U ?
Take five minutes for personal prayer and reflection. Where are you on your spiritual journey? What’s your next 
step? Ask God to show you. Open your heart to receive a word from your good Father, whether it’s a word of 
encouragement or something that’s keeping you from living the life He wants for you. 

Q: What did God reveal to you? Share your next step with the group if you feel 
comfortable.

Q: How can the group pray for you now and in the week ahead?

R e f l ec t i o n  a n d  n e x t  s t e p s
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ENDNOTES:

1. Allen C. Myers, The Eerdmans Bible Dictionary (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1987), 124.
2. Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 2418.
3. Oswald Chambers, “Taking the Next Step,” My Utmost for His Highest, accessed August 5, 2020, https://utmost.org/taking-the-next-step/.

Meaning of Baptism “The New Testament does not spell out the meaning of the rite of baptism. For adults, 
baptism (in connection with profession of faith) signifies and seals the promise of the gospel, that they are visibly 
incorporated into the Church as a community of believers. At 1 Cor. 12:12–13 Paul, who baptized only a few persons, 
links baptism with entrance into the one church. At Tit. 3:5 the apostle speaks of the “washing of regeneration” 
which urges believers to unburden themselves of sin and renew their lives; at Rom. 6:3–4 he relates baptism to 
Christ’s death; and at Gal. 3:26–27 he ties it to faith and to unity with others and with God.”1

God’s Promises “The ‘great promises’ [2 Pet. 1:4] include the promises Peter identifies in his Pentecost sermon 
in Acts 2:14–41, especially the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in new power. But they also include other promises such 
as likeness to God (2 Pet. 1:4; cf. 1 John 3:2), Christ’s return (2 Pet. 3:4), eternal life in heaven (1 Pet. 1:4), and more 
broadly, all the promises of Scripture that relate to the gift of new life.”2

Encouragement from Oswald Chambers “When you have no vision from God, no enthusiasm left in 
your life, and no one watching and encouraging you, it requires the grace of Almighty God to take the next step in 
your devotion to Him, in the reading and studying of His Word, in your family life, or in your duty to Him. It takes 
much more of the grace of God, and a much greater awareness of drawing upon Him, to take that next step, than it 
does to preach the gospel.

Every Christian must experience the essence of the incarnation by bringing the next step down into flesh-and-blood 
reality and by working it out with his hands. We lose interest and give up when we have no vision, no encouragement, 
and no improvement, but only experience our everyday life with its trivial tasks. The thing that really testifies for 
God and for the people of God in the long run is steady perseverance, even when the work cannot be seen by others. 
And the only way to live an undefeated life is to live looking to God. Ask God to keep the eyes of your spirit open to 
the risen Christ, and it will be impossible for drudgery to discourage you. Never allow yourself to think that some 
tasks are beneath your dignity or too insignificant for you to do, and remind yourself of the example of Christ in 
John 13:1–17.”3

co m m e n ta ry


