
what’s next in your walk with Jesus?

The Next Chapter
Isaiah 43:14-21

Introduction
• What is your least favorite book or movie? How could you re-write a chapter or portion of that book or  
   movie to make it your favorite?
• Sometimes we break life down into chapters- your high school or college chapter, that chapter of your life  
   when you were in a bad relationship or job, the chapter when you were in a funky place and everything  
   seemed to be a mess, 2020!!  
• Let’s look at Isaiah 43:14-21 where we learn that God loves to write new chapters and do new things.

Deeper Dive
1. Give a quick explanation of the back story.
Israel rebelled against God and as a result spent a long chapter in captivity in Babylon. For 39 chapters 
Isaiah prophesied that their disobedience would bring consequences. Rather than repent, Israel kept right 
on doing life their own way. God ultimately sent the Assyrians, then the Babylonians, to conquer Israel and 
lead away captive most of the people. After 39 chapters of doom and gloom, God gave a glimpse of a 
future hope. Isaiah prophesied that the hard season would come to an end and that God would do a new 
thing. 

2. Ask someone to read aloud Isaiah 43: 14-21.
The confidence of this new thing was grounded in the character of God and the faithfulness of God.
 • In what ways is the character of God described in this scripture? 
    He is the Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy One, your Creator, your King
 • How is the faithfulness of God seen in this passage? 
    He had brought them out of Egypt, walked them through the waters, wiped out the Egyptian  
    army with their horses and chariots.
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Reflection
In this week’s sermon, Chip gave 3 ways to open your life to God’s next chapter. 
1. Release the past.  Call on someone to read Isaiah 43:18.
 • What part of your past, good or bad, do you need to release?
2. Be ready in the present. Ask another person to read Isaiah 43: 19. 
 • Are you really ready for God to do a new thing in you, your family, our world? Why or why not?
 • Do you have faith that He can and will? 
 • What could be limiting your faith? 
 • How can you increase your faith? 
 3. Share your story of God’s goodness in the future. Read Isaiah 43:21.
 • Israel could tell their story of God’s goodness; how they lived for a long chapter in captivity and  
    how God had faithfully loved them and set them free. How has God been good to you in this  
    season? 
 • Who needs to be encouraged by your story of God’s goodness?
 • Close your group in a time of prayer. Thank God for His goodness. Thank Him that He wants to do  
    a new thing. Ask Him to make you ready. 
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