
Dave Stone 
Pinelake Church 
July 28, 2019 

A Time To Stand 
Dan. 3:1-29 

 
Background – (Dan 3:1-6) 
 
Because of Israel’s unfaithfulness, God had allowed the army of Babylon to besiege the city of 
Jerusalem and take the Hebrews captive. Now the King of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar, had a 
number of the young, intelligent, handsome Jewish men placed into special training so they 
would now be able to serve him and advance his kingdom. 
 
Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were four of those young men who were chosen. 
Daniel isn’t mentioned in chapter 3, and most think that he was away on an assignment for the 
King.  
 
King Nebuchadnezzar was an unpredictable pagan ruler who was self-absorbed, and a huge 
proponent of idol worship and he sought to indoctrinate these Jews.   For some unknown 
reason King Nebuchadnezzar had a golden image made. It was nine feet wide and ninety feet 
tall.  It was as tall as a 9-story building!  It was huge and the Babylonians set it up on the plain of 
Dura and they had a big dedication service.  
 
Everyone was out there to worship this idol. This included the political leaders, religious leaders 
and all of the citizens.  Some estimate there may have been around 300,000 people present.  
Nebuchadnezzar wanted everyone to worship this idol.  
 
The choice of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to remain faithful to God alone and stand 
rather than bow, gives great insight for how we should live out our faith today. 
 
We need to: 
 

1.  We stand in PUBLIC – (Dan 3:12) 
 

2. We stand when PRESSURED – (Dan. 3:13-15) 
 

3. We stand when PERSECUTED – (Dan.3:21-23) 
 

4. We stand REGARDLESS – (Dan. 3:16-18) 
 
Questions for discussion: 
 

1. What stood out to you in the message? Why? 
2. What are the haystacks (the good) and the pitchforks (the bad) in your life now? 
3. Is it possible that you have been taken captive by the culture? How? 
4. Where do you feel pressured to compromise your faith?  Explain. 
5. Where do you need to stand up in courageous obedience today? 
6. What circumstances or situations are making it hard for you to trust that God is in control 

of your life? Explain. 


