
Through the Eyes of a Lion 
Levi Lusko | July 26, 2020 
 
Hey Leaders! The conversation you will facilitate in your time as a small group is centered on 
how we can choose to put on the lens of faith.  The premise of Levi’s message focuses on the 
fact that what we are seeing and what is really going on are two different things.  No matter 
what dark season or painful struggle that has been part of your past or currently exists in your 
present, God’s promise of faithfulness provides you incredible encouragement and a clear path 
to seeing and living by faith in Him. Throughout his sermon, Levi tells the story of how his family 
experienced loss of his daughter and the ways God used their grief for His glory.  That being 
said, we all find ourselves at different markers of our faith journey so please be sensitive to your 
group as they process past and current sufferings, hardships and dark times.  May “Good News” 
be read, shared, prayed and lived out within your group today and moving forward! 
 
Icebreaker 

• You may not have heard of the word “stereogram” before, but there is a good chance 
you have seen one, especially if you grew up in the 90s!  Take a few minutes to search 
for different stereograms and see if members of your group can see the picture within 
the picture.  You can also pull up common ambiguous images to see if your group 
members can identify both pictures (Examples: duck or rabbit, vase or face, the young-
old woman).   

 
Introduction 

• Levi quoted leadership guru, Stephen Covey, in saying, “We don’t see the world as it is, 
we see the world as we are conditioned or accustomed to see it.”  During our time 
together we will take a deeper dive into 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 as we learn what it looks 
like to utilize the “telescope of faith” and see through God’s lens.  

 
Deeper Dive 

• Ask someone in the group to read 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (NLT).  While reading ask 
members of the group to underline descriptors of human experiences versus spiritual 
truths. 

• Ask group members to share what descriptors resonated with them.   
• Take Paul as Proof: Let the group consider and share what they know about the Apostle 

Paul and the circumstances of his life.  How would you describe his human experience 
and how would you describe his spiritual reality and truth he chose to accept? 

 
Zoom In | Takeaway Truths 
 

1. Don’t rely on the naked eye 
See through the lens of faith – Read Romans 10:17. Choose to take a second look…We 
have the choice for our view to match God’s view. Replace the lens of flesh and put on 
the lens of faith.  



• What is your “go to” lens when things get hard, dark or painful?  
Fear/Worry/Anxiety/Pride?  Describe a time when things were blurry with your 
flesh lens.  Give examples of how things cleared up when choosing the lens of 
faith. 

 
2. Train for the trial you’re not yet in 

See blessing as a training ground – Read John 16:33. We know that storms reveal the 
foundation of life.  Jesus promises storms, trials, and trouble from the world; however, in 
times of blessing there is the opportunity for deep spiritual development.  

• What does it look like for you to lay down a spiritual root system today so you 
can withstand hardships that are coming? How does the saying “If you stay ready 
you never have to get ready” apply to your life relationally, occupationally, 
financially, etc.?  How can this apply to your walk with Jesus? 

 
3. Let God use your pain 

See suffering as a passport – Read 2 Corinthians 4:7-8.  We all need help when 
navigating through grief, but God grants access to those that suffer so His name and 
greatness can be revealed not only in your life but in the lives of others.  

• Ask yourself and share with the group: How have you seen God provide divine 
purpose and also His peace through the pain you have experienced?  Who am I 
uniquely positioned to minister to, not in spite of the pain, but because of it? 

 
Closing 

• Spend time in prayer with one another as you rely on God’s provision of faith.  Thank 
Him for blessing you with the gift of seeing things the way He does - through the lens of 
faith.   

• Ask God to put someone on your heart you can minister to in a real way this week that 
is going through a similar season you experienced in the past.  Pray for God to use you 
for His purposes and peace in the life of that individual.   

• Go to the Pinelake App and click on the prayer link. Filter requests specific to your 
campus and pray for the needs of our church family at Pinelake. 

 
 
 
 


