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Hey leaders, this is a conversation about parenting. The Bible has a lot to say on this topic, so we 
know it’s worth discussing! Two quick things to remember though: 1) If there are people in your 
group who you know desire to have children, but have not been able to, remember to show an 
extra measure of grace. 2) Singles may wonder how this conversation is relevant to them at all. 
Remember that understanding God’s perfect design for parenting may help them understand 
their own stories and how God is fathering them.  
 
Introduction 

• What was/is your dad’s most overused dad joke? Yours? Your husbands? 
• What’s your favorite (or funniest) family vacation memory? 
• What is one thing that you thought or believed about parenting BEFORE you had kids?  

 
Deeper Dive 
Today we’re talking parenting from Pastor Ted’s sermon. We all have different experiences with 
our parents and possibly as parents, but we want to let God’s Word shape our hearts. It turns 
out, He has a lot to say! 
 
Take some time to read the key scriptures Ted shared from in his sermon and discuss, pick one 
or two questions about each scripture: 

• Matthew 7:9-11 Jesus reminded us that even though we are imperfect, we know how to 
give do good things for our kids. Our heavenly Father knows even better than us.  

o How does God’s faithfulness as a father impact your life as a parent?  
o How does it impact your feelings towards your own parents? 
o Ted said he tells his kids, “I don’t need you to master everything.” What do Jesus’ 

words tell us about his expectations on our mastery of parenting? 
• Ephesians 6:4 reminds us that we are to raise our children in the discipline and 

instruction of the Lord, and in Deuteronomy 6:5-7, God tells His people to love Him first, 
then point their children to Him in everything.  

o According to these verses, what is God’s most important priority for parents? 
o Discuss as a group the issue of non-essentials (i.e. formula or nursing, school bus 

or not, technology or not, etc.) What are some that impact your community? 
How can you be a voice for peace and focus on the main things? 

o Parents only have a short season with their children. What is taking away from 
the MOST important things in your family’s life? 

• Proverbs 1:8 tells children to listen to their father’s instruction.  Ted said that Ephesians 
6:1 shows us that “Obedience is for a season, but honor is for a lifetime.” And that 
“Parenting is a journey from control to influence.” 

o How does knowing that your end goal is influence impact how you parent now? 



o What are some growth steps you are taking, or need to take, to invest your 
ability to influence your children towards Jesus? 

o What are some intentional and spontaneous ways you can invest in your 
children spiritually that will make a long term impact? 

 
Kids Don’t Stay Kids 
Some words of encouragement were offered to parents of adult children. Consider discussing 
these if there are people in your groups with adult children.  
1. Give yourself permission to learn and grow the same way you want your child to.  
2. Stop explaining and defending your parenting choices to critics.  
3. Apologize, but don’t demand forgiveness. Show your kids that the gospel is true by regularly 
admitting that only Jesus is perfect. 
4. Be the adult without expecting your child to return the favor.  
5. Don’t let regrets from the past and choices your children are now making keep you from 
spending time together.  
6. Keep your mouth shut and the welcome mat out. 
7. Seek encouragement and advice from older parents.  
 
Jesus Loves Parents 
“God’s design for the home is perfect. The homes of God’s people, however, have never been—
nor do I suspect ever will be—perfect.” - Ron Deal  
 
Raise your hand if you are a perfect parent. It was good to get that off our chests wasn’t it?  
 
2 Corinthians 7:10 & 8:9 says, “For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation 
without regret, whereas worldly grief produces death…For you know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his 
poverty might become rich.” (ESV) 
 
No one in this room had perfect parents, or is a perfect parent, in fact, we all may have some 
“grief” in this area.  
• How does Jesus flip the story for us so that we can evaluate our parents and our parenting 

in a healthy way?  
• What’s the biggest thing we want our kids to learn from us and our parenting? (The good 

news of Jesus!) 
• How does getting good at admitting that we are imperfect (saying, “I’m sorry”) to our kids 

help them learn about Jesus? 
 
Pray 
Spend some time in prayer asking for God’s continued grace and blessing on the parents in the 
room, or in your lives. Consider having parents pray for their own children by name.  


