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 STUDY

Spend the week studying Matthew 17:24–27. Consult the commentary provided and any additional study tools to 
enhance your preparation.

 DETERMINE

Determine which discussion points and study questions will work best for your group.

 PRAY

Pray for our pastors and this week’s message, the upcoming group time, your group members, and their openness to 
God’s Word.

 L ANDING P OINT

Fill my heart with Your love so that I don’t off end others unnecessarily.

CONFIDENTIALIT Y  | What’s said in the group stays in the group.

NO CROSS -TALK  | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting 
during group time.

NO FIXING | We are not in the group to fi x each other. Jesus does that part.

SHARING  | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Don’t talk too much or too little. Every person brings 
something valuable to the group.

p r e pa r at i o n

g r o u p  d i s c u s s i o n
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As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

G O I N G  O U T  O F  Y O U R  W A Y
Earlier in this series we talked about the fact that, as Christians, we are different. Our beliefs and lifestyle go against 

our culture in many ways. Because of this, many find us offensive. This should not surprise us. Jesus promised that 

the world would hate His followers because they hated Him (John 15:18–27).

There are times when, despite your best efforts to do otherwise, you will offend others. When you take a stand for 

Christ and the truth of God’s Word, it can cause offense. However, you should never go out of our way to offend. You 

should go out of your way to express God’s love by your attitude and actions. 

This week your group will discuss an episode in Matthew when Jesus went out of His way not to offend. There is a 

right way to offend, and it begins with love for God and others.

Q: What’s one thing that others might find offensive about you as a Christian?

Q: Recall a time when you had to take a stand for Christ. What happened?

i n t r o d u c t i o n



3  |  S H O O K

O

Select 2–3 questions to discuss as a group.

T H E  T E M P L E  T A X
One day, Jesus and His followers came to Capernaum, a city on the northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee. This city 

was Jesus’s home base for a time during His earthly ministry. Not long after they arrived in Capernaum, religious 

tax collectors approached Peter with a question: “Does your teacher not pay the temple tax?” Peter simply answered, 

“Yes,” and left to join Jesus and the other disciples.

On the surface, Peter’s exchange with the tax collectors didn’t seem like that big of a deal. When you understand the 

context, however, you see that this was a potentially offensive situation. In that day, every Jew between the ages of 

twenty and fifty was required to pay a two-drachma tax to support the temple and its services.1 To not pay the tax 

would have been a great offense to the Jews.

Read: Matthew 17:24–27. Split into pairs and retell the story in your own words.

Q: When was the last time you encountered a potentially offensive situation? How did 
you respond? 

A  C R E A T I V E  S O L U T I O N
When Peter met up with Jesus and the other disciples, Jesus asked him a question. “What do you think, Peter? Does 

a king collect taxes from his sons or from his citizens?” Peter thought for a moment and said, “From his citizens.” 

Jesus replied, “Yes. That means that the sons of a king are free. However, in order to not offend, go to the sea and 

cast a hook into the water. Take the first fish you catch and open its mouth. There you’ll find a shekel, which will be 

enough to pay the tax for me and yourself.”

Q: What is the main point of Jesus’s statement to Peter?

l e a r n
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Q: How could offense undermine your ministry?

Select 2–3 questions from this section to answer.

H O W  T O  A V O I D  O F F E N S E
Jesus didn’t have to pay the temple tax. The temple was His Father’s house, after all. As a Son of the Father (the 

King), He was exempt from paying the tax. The disciples He brought into the Father’s family were also exempt.2 

Nevertheless, Jesus went out of his way not to offend those in the Jewish community.

How do you avoid being offensive? Let’s explore three important principles that make us salt and light (see Matthew 

5:13–16) for Jesus in potentially offensive situations:

• Love boldly. John tells us that we ought to love others because God has loved us (1 John 4:11). You 
find your motivation to love others in God’s love for you. When you love boldly, you build bridges in 
relationships rather than walls. 

• Give freely. We have freedom in Christ. However, we should not use our freedom to hurt others or cause 
them to stumble (Romans 14:21; 1 Corinthians 8:13). There are times when God will ask you to give up your 
freedoms in the faith for the sake of others. To give freely is to say, “I am more concerned about winning 
others to Christ than exercising my freedom in Christ, or demanding my rights in a given situation.”

• Suffer willingly. Jesus willingly suffered the offense of others in order to bring us back into relationship 
with God. Jesus was oppressed and afflicted and, yet, He didn’t object or complain about it (Isaiah 53:7). 
To suffer willingly is to accept your suffering—and any hardship—for Christ as a joy and testimony to the 
love of God in you (Acts 5:41).

Q: Name someone in your life who loves boldly. What are they like?

Q: Why is it difficult not to demand your rights when you’ve been wronged or offended?

Q: Why is suffering for Christ such a powerful witness to the gospel?

l i v e
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Q: What’s one thing you can do this week to be salt and light for others in your home, 
workplace or community?

Select 1 question from this section to ask your group.

Y O U R  G R E A T E S T  D E S I R E
In 1 Corinthians 10:31–33, Paul tells us:

So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. Give no offense to Jews 
or to Greeks or to the church of God, just as I try to please everyone in everything I do, not seeking my 
own advantage, but that of many, that they may be saved.

In every situation, your greatest desire should be for God’s glory. Use every opportunity as a way to manifest the love 

of God for others to see and experience. In your attitude and actions, let others see the hope of the gospel in you. 

Let them see that His love changes you from the inside out. Let them see that they too can have a relationship with 

God like you have through Christ.

Q: What does it mean to glorify God in your life? Give practical examples.

Q: Real change goes deeper than behavior. It happens at the heart level. How does God 
change your heart? What are you responsible to do?

l e a d
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Ask God to give you a heart that seeks to love others in every way possible. Pray that you would love boldly, give 
freely and suffer willingly for the sake of Christ and the glory of God in every situation.

Midway through this week, send a follow-up email to your group with some or all of the following: 

• Read 1 Corinthians 13 and reflect on what it means to truly love another person like God loves you.

• Ask the group to share any stories or lessons learned where they see God at work in their lives.

p r ay

fo l l ow  u p

How Much Was a Drachma? “A drachma, like a denarius, was one day’s minimum wage.”3

More on the Temple Tax “This tax had its origin in the days of Moses (Exod. 30:11ff). The original tax money 
was used to make the silver sockets on which the tabernacle poles were erected (Exod. 38:25–27). Subsequent taxes 
were used to support the ministry of the tabernacle and then the temple. The money was to be a reminder to the 
Jews that they had been redeemed from Egyptian slavery. We have been redeemed by the precious blood of Christ 
(1 Pet. 1:18–19).”4

Jesus’s Lesson “Jesus gave up the privilege [of being exempt from the temple tax as the Son of God] for a 
higher value. The miraculous means by which God provided the tax money makes two points: (1) it underscored 
Jesus’ point that the children of God are free from this kind of obligation; and (2) it testified again to the Father’s 
faithfulness to provide for His children (Matt. 6:19–34).”5 

co m m e n ta ry
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