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When All is Said: Believe
April 12, 2020

 STUDY

Spend the week studying John 14:1–14. Consult the commentary provided and any additional study tools to enhance 
your preparation.

 DETERMINE

Determine which discussion points and study questions will work best for your group.

 PRAY

To be like Jesus, I must fi rst seek to serve, not be served.

 L ANDING P OINT

What I believe about God matters more than anything else.

CONFIDENTIALIT Y  | What’s said in the group stays in the group.

NO CROSS -TALK  | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting 
during group time.

NO FIXING | We are not in the group to fi x each other. Jesus does that part.

SHARING  | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Don’t talk too much or too little. Every person brings 
something valuable to the group.

p r e pa r at i o n

g r o u p  d i s c u s s i o n
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As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

C O M F O R T  I N  T R O U B L I N G  T I M E S
Don’t let your hearts be troubled. These are the words Jesus speaks to His disciples, who are visibly troubled by 

what He’s telling them. But Jesus also comforts His disciples with a simple instruction: Believe. 

The way out of worry, distress and panic is belief in the character and work of God. Like the disciples, we also face 

troubling times. There’s uncertainty about the future, and there will certainly be difficulties in the coming weeks, 

months or even years. But these troubling times don’t have to be a crisis of faith. They can be a crisis for faith. 

What you believe about God matters more than anything else. If you want comfort in troubling times, fix your focus 

on God. He is sovereign, in control and He will bring good and blessing in even the worse situations. This is the 

belief we must stand on in these troubling times.

Q: What is troubling about your life right now?

Q: How have you experienced God’s comfort recently?

i n t r o d u c t i o n
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O

Select 2–3 questions to discuss as a group.

T H E  W A Y  T O  T H E  F A T H E R
Jesus has just given His disciples a grim report of what’s ahead. He is leaving. The disciples will be scattered. Some 

will betray and deny Him. Difficulty and persecution are just around the corner. We have the luxury of knowing 

what happens next in the story, but the disciples didn’t, so, they’re naturally troubled and afraid.

Jesus is honest with His disciples. There will be tough times ahead, He tells them. But Jesus also comforts them, 

saying, “You believe in God, so believe in me. I’m going away to prepare a place for you in God’s house. I will come 

back for you, and I will be with you.” 

Then Thomas asks Jesus a question: “We don’t know where you’re going? How can we know the way?” To this Jesus 

replies, “Thomas, I am the way, the truth and the life. No one can have a relationship with God the Father unless 

it’s through me.”

Read: John 14:1–14. Describe the term “believe” in your own words.

Q: What does Jesus’ statement in 14:6 tell you about your ultimate destination? Why is 
that important?

G R E A T E R  W O R K S  T H A N  T H E S E
Then Philip says to Jesus, “Just show us the Father and that’ll be good enough.” Jesus responds, “Philip, don’t you 

see? If you’ve seen me then you’ve seen the Father. We are one in the same. God works in and through me. Anything 

I say or do comes from the Father.”

Then Jesus makes a promise: “Listen, if you believe in me and the works I do, then I’ll do even greater things 

through you. If you ask me to do something that will glorify the Father, I will do it.”

l e a r n
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Q: What can be known about God is seen in Jesus. So why do people still choose to 
reject Jesus?

Q: Recall a time when you experienced God working through you.

Select 2–3 questions from this section to answer.

Belief is the way to real comfort. Let’s look at three beliefs that can give you comfort in troubling times.

B E L I E F  I N  A  P E R S O N  W H O ’ S  P R E S E N T
The disciples couldn’t see God, but they could see Jesus. He was God in human flesh. He lived among the disciples, 

taught them and did miraculous things—the same Jesus who lived, then died on a cross and was raised from the 

dead three days later. He lives today and is present with His Spirit. 

You can have comfort by believing that Jesus is with you every moment. Jesus is more than a historical figure. He’s 

the Son of God who is alive, and He is present with you even in difficult circumstances.

Q: Why is it comforting to know that Jesus is present with you? What does that say 
about Him?

Q: What’s one thing you can do this week to be aware of God’s presence?

l i v e
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B E L I E F  I N  P O W E R  T H R O U G H  P R A Y E R
Jesus told His disciples that they would receive power to do things even greater than what He did. How is that? 
How could those things be greater? What the disciples accomplished in their lives was greater because it was God 
working His power through them. It was God working through the acts and prayers of His people.

God continues to empower His people to do greater things today. Belief allows you to live the empowered life 
through prayer. Prayer connects you to God’s power source. When you plug into the power source, you can do things 
that would be impossible to do on your own.

Q: How does prayer give you comfort? How does it empower you?

 
Select 1 question from this section to ask your group.

l e a d

B E L I E F  I N  A  P L A C E  T H A T ’ S  P R O M I S E D
Jesus promised His disciples that He was preparing a place for them in God’s house. There’s a room in God’s house 
for anyone who believes in Him. When you put your faith in Jesus—believing who He is and what He has done—
your place in God’s family is secure. 

Belief gives you comfort because you know your place in God’s family is assured. No person or thing can take that 
away from you. What Jesus has promised will remain true, regardless of what you face in life.

Q: What would it look like for you to see the future with hope?
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R I S I N G  U P
We face troubling times, but we can choose to see them differently. We can see them as opportunities to exercise 
faith in Him. We can rise up and say, “We believe. We believe that God is good. We believe that He is in control. And 
we believe that He is working even when we don’t see it.” Many around us are scared and troubled by the circum-
stances they are facing. We can give them hope. We can show them the Father, who gives us His presence, a place in 
God’s family and power to do great things for Him. The comfort we have received from Him, we can give to others 
by pointing to Him.

Q: What needs to change in order for you to see your circumstances differently?

Q: How can your group support one another to rise up in belief?

Thank God for giving His presence in all circumstances, promising a place in His family and for the power to do great 

things for His glory. Pray for a heart that believes. Pray for courage and endurance to believe in all circumstances.

Midway through this week, send a follow-up email to your group with some or all of the following: 

• Read Lamentations 3:21–24 and reflect on how this passage can give you comfort.

• Ask the group to share any stories or lessons learned where they see God at work in their lives.

p r ay

fo l l ow  u p
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In My Father’s House “As Jesus’ further explanation makes clear, the Father’s house is heaven (and, eventually, 
the new heavens and earth); yet the mutual indwelling of believers in Christ and of the Father and Son in believers 
offers an anticipation of our final destination.”1

The Way, Truth and Life “Jesus is the ‘Way’ because He is the ‘Truth’ and the ‘Life.’ As the Father is Truth and 
Life, Jesus is the embodiment of God so people can come to the Father (cf. John 1:4, 14, 18; 11:25). By His words, 
‘No one comes to the Father except through Me,’ Jesus stressed that salvation, contrary to what many people think, 
is not obtainable through many ways. Only one Way exists (cf. Acts 4:12; 1 Tim. 2:5). Jesus is the only access to the 
Father because He is the only One from the Father (cf. John 1:1–2, 51; 3:13).”2

Greater Things Than These “Jesus’ earthly ministry was limited in time and space. He served the Father 
for three and one-half years and never outside the boundaries of Palestine. The disciples, on the other hand, as Acts 
clearly attests, carried out ministry that was greater geographically, in terms of numbers of people reached and 
long-lasting effect.”3

In Jesus’ Name “Praying in Jesus’ name means praying in a way consistent with his character and his will (a 
person’s name in the ancient world represented what the person was like); it also means coming to God in the 
authority of Jesus. Probably both senses are intended here. Adding ‘in Jesus’ name’ at the end of every prayer is 
neither required nor wrong. Effective prayer must ask for and desire what Jesus delights in.”4

co m m e n ta ry


