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 STUDY

Spend the week studying Matthew 6:9–13.

 L ANDING P OINT

The kingdom of God is the place where God’s character and values are lived out by His people.

preparation

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

E T E R N I T Y  I N  T H E  E V E R Y D A Y
There’s something simple and magnifi cent about the Lord’s Prayer. When Jesus taught His disciples to pray in 

Matthew 6:9–13, He gave them an example of how to pray with eternity and the everyday in mind. 

This week your group will focus on verse 10 of this prayer:

Your kingdom come,
Your will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.

The kingdom of God was central to Jesus’s teaching. Jesus came to bring God’s kingdom near to us and to call us 

to live in it. The kingdom of God is the place where God’s character and values are lived out by His people. This is 

where eternity meets the everyday. We live to refl ect the eternal, unchanging character and values of God. Living 

for God’s kingdom means living to experience His reign over our lives and in history.

introduction
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E V E R Y T H I N G  U P S I D E  D O W N
So what does life in God’s kingdom look like? In many ways the kingdom of God is a backwards kingdom when 

compared to other kingdoms. If you spell ‘kingdom’ backwards you get: MODGNIK. Let’s look at some of the ways 

Jesus calls us to live differently in His kingdom using this new word.

In God’s kingdom…

More is less. The life pursuit of so many is to get more—more power, wealth, influence and honor. But Jesus says, 

“The way to find more is by becoming less. If you want to be full, you must empty yourself and give up control over 

your life and surrender it all to me.”

Others come first. Instead of a “get what’s mine” attitude, Jesus says to look out for the interests of others. See to 

their needs first.

We Descend into greatness. Not only are you to give up control over your life, but Jesus also says to let go of your 

ego. Admit that you aren’t the center of the universe. Greatness is something you descend into by humbling yourself.

Generosity flows. Other kingdoms are about building, conquering and accumulating more. Not God’s kingdom. 

Jesus wants you to discover that the path to real joy is not by getting more, but by giving more away.

It’s Not about us. Life isn’t ultimately about you. It’s about God and His glory. All else is worthless compared to the 

beauty and splendor of a life lived for Jesus. In the words of poet and missionary Charles T. Studd,

Only one life, yes only one,
Now let me say, “Thy will be done”;
And when at last I’ll hear the call,
I know I’ll say “twas worth it all”;
Only one life, ‘twill soon be past,
Only what’s done for Christ will last.

We are Inclusive. Jesus described the kingdom of God like a great banquet filled with joy, laughter and celebration 
(Luke 14:12–24). God’s kingdom isn’t an exclusive event for the rich, famous, powerful and morally upright. It’s an 
open party, and Jesus wants everyone to come.

We behold our King on a cross. Jesus became king in the most extraordinary way. He won by dying. He surrendered 
His life and exchanged it for yours. At the cross, Jesus experienced the unimaginable terror of God’s wrath for sin 
and took the punishment we deserved for our rebellion against God.

We also behold our King in victory. Jesus rose from the grave, which proved His power and authority over our 
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greatest enemies—sin, death and Satan. Jesus is your victory and that gives you hope in your everyday. You don’t 
have to be king. He wants to relieve you of that great burden and the anxiety that comes with it. Instead, He wants 

you to rest under His kingdom rule and to trust Him.

Answer the following questions as a group. Remember to be respectful by not talking down to or over 

others.

 

Read: Matthew 6:9–13 as a group, then rewrite the prayer in your own words.

Q: Why is it important to pray with eternity in mind?

Q: What’s one thing God may be calling you to give up and surrender to Him?

Q: Name one thing you can do this week to put others first.

Q: What’s something that might keep you from living for God’s kingdom?

Q: How would you live differently if you rested under God’s kingdom rule?

questions

End in prayer.


