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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
MAKING ROOM CELEBRATION | 03.31.2019	 

 
 
 

Making Room: Where Do We Go From Here? 
Landing Point | God blesses a spirit of sacrifice, generosity and evangelism. 

 
SPIRIT OF SACRIFICE 
A spirit of sacrifice says, “It’s not about me.” John the Baptist lived from this mindset. Even 
though crowds flocked to him, his life was lived pointing to Jesus. John’s followers went as far 
as to suggest that he make efforts to get his followers back when Jesus came on the scene, but 
John the Baptist knew his purpose was to prepare the way of the Lord: 
	

27 This is the one about whom it is written, “Behold, I send My messenger ahead of You, 
Who will prepare Your way before You.” 28 I say to you, among those born of women there is 
no one greater than John; yet he who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.  
Luke 7:26-27 
 

With a sense of urgency, John declared that sacrifice would mark his life: 
 
 He must increase, but I must decrease. John 3:30 
 
Jesus came to give up his life for us so that we might have life to the full. He lived a life of sacrifice that 
serves as our supreme example of true love: 
 
 Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends. John15:13 
 
The Apostle Paul exhorts us as imitators of Jesus’s life to walk in love and live sacrificially: 
 

Therefore, be imitators of God, as beloved children; and walk in love, just as Christ also loved 
you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma. 
Ephesians 5:1-2 
 

 
Q: Why is it easy to approach church like a consumer, wanting church to suit our preferences? 

 
Q: Consider the statement, “It is not about me.” What changes do you need to make in your life for this 

statement to be true of how you live? 
 

Q: How do you live out John the Baptist’s declaration, “He must increase, but I must decrease,” at home? Work? 
Church? When no one is watching? 
 

Q: What is one next step you can take to live a life that is characterized by a spirit of sacrifice? 
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SPIRIT OF GENEROSITY 
Before your group meets, read John 6:1-14. Practice telling the story in your own words 
(“storying”). Transition into this section of your group time by telling the miracle story of the 
Boy with Five Loaves and Two Fish. 
 
Group Leader Sets Up the Story: “Story” John 6:1-14 in your own words. 
Group: Turn to John 6:1-14 and read the miracle story out loud as a group.  
“Storying”: Have someone in the group tell the story in their own words. 
 
John 6:1-14 tells the miracle story of Jesus taking five barley loaves of bread and two fish to 
feed five thousand men. “Men” is gender-specific as used in John 6:10, and Matthew 14:21 
further clarifies, “There were about five thousand men who ate, besides women and children.” 
Some scholars estimate that while the men were counted (numbering five thousand), if 
women and children were included in the number it could be as much as four times that 
number who were fed in this miracle. 
 
 

Q: There is joy in generosity. How do you think the people who received the food felt after the feeding of the 
five thousand? 
 

Q: How do you think the young boy felt after seeing Jesus feed the five thousand with his lunch? 
 
 
Few things make us more like God and act like God than when we give. A spirit of generosity 
blesses God, the recipient and the giver. We are never more like God than when we give. 
 

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16 
 
Every good thing given, and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of 
lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow. James 1:17 

 
  

Q: Why is it so easy to believe we are the creators of the blessings we experience in our lives? 
 
 Q: What is one way you can walk in a spirit of generosity this week? 
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SPIRIT OF EVANGELISM 
This world is full of people who are desperately hungry for spiritual life.  Many do not even know that is 
what they are hungry for, they just know something is missing in their life. 
 

Do you not say, “There are yet four months, and then comes the harvest?”  Behold I say to 
you, lift up your eyes and look on the fields, that they are white for harvest. John 4:35 

 
Jesus has sent us to live our lives for those who are not here yet; for those who do not know 
Him as their Lord and Savior.  
 

Jesus therefore said to them again, “Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send 
you.”  And when He had said this, He breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit.” John 20:21-22 

 
If we truly took this to heart, it would transform how we live our lives and how we see people. Jesus’s 
plan is to send us just as the Father sent Him. Yet, many times, we become so consumed with our own 
lives that we forget that our life’s purpose is to be lived ready and available to share the hope we have 
in Jesus Christ, the Giver of Life: 
 

14 But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. And do not fear 
their intimidation, and do not be troubled, 15 but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, 
always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for 
the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; 16 and keep a good conscience so 
that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ 
will be put to shame. 1 Peter 3:14-16 

 
  

Q: Why are we afraid to make Jesus known to those in our home? Friends? Work? Community? 
 
 Q: God wants to use you to intentionally pray for, invest in and invite at least one person to come to know 
Jesus. Take a moment to consider, “Who is your ‘one life’?” 
 

 
PRAY 
God blesses a spirit of sacrifice, generosity and evangelism. Spend time in your group praying for each group 
member’s “one life” (represented by a Pinelake carabiner). Pray that your group would be an open circle of friends to 
point them toward Jesus. Confess any spirit of consumerism that has overtaken a spirit of sacrifice or has overtaken a 
spirit of generosity. Spend time blessing the Lord for his faithfulness as a God of sacrifice and generosity. Invite Him to 
change how we see people and that we would actively pursue others with His love. 


