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Let’s Chat: 

• What electronic device, appliance, or tool would you miss most if you had to do without it? 
• On a scale from 1-10 (1 being hospitalization and 10 being a walk in the park on a sunny day), 

how difficult would it be to overcome your dependence on it?  
• How is your daily dependence on God alike or different than your daily dependence on your 

selected item? 
 
Remember the 4 Rules for Small Group Discussion: 

1. Confidentiality. What’s said in the group stays in the group. 
2. No Cross Talk. Be considerate of others as they share.  Refrain from side conversations and 

texting during group time. 
3. No fixing.  We are not in the group to fix each other.  Jesus does that part. 
4. Sharing.  Be sensitive to the amount of time you share.  Don’t talk too much or too little.  Every 

person brings something valuable to the group.  
 
Pray. 
Pray for each person present to grow in daily personal dependence on God through the group 
discussion. 
 
Learn. 

• Review the definition given in Sunday’s sermon. Depending on God means acknowledging God 
as my source for everything, hanging on and leaning into Him to produce in me and through me 
what I can’t do or be on my own, and refusing to go outside of God to resolve my need. 

• Read John 15: 1-8. (Go around the circle, having each person read 1 verse, in order to keep all 
engaged.)  Jesus used a gardening illustration to deepen his disciples’ understanding of 
dependence on the Father. Vineyards were commonplace in Jerusalem, so the vine and branch 
was easy for them to picture and understand.  

• Ask the following questions:  
1. How are we life the branches?  
2. How is God like the vine?  

              3. How does this illustrate our need for total dependence on the Father? 
 
Live.  

• Enlist a volunteer to google and read synonyms for abide. Jesus directs us to abide or remain 
throughout John 15.  

• Ask. Which synonym for abide paints the strongest picture of dependence on God for you? 
Why? 

• Review the definition of Depending on God again.  
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• Break down the definition into 3 parts, invite a group member to read the supporting scripture, 
and discuss specific ways to apply this scripture.  
1. Acknowledge God as my source for everything. 1 Peter 1:3 
2. Hang on and lean into Him to produce in me and through me what I can’t do or be on my 

own.   James 4:8 
3. Refuse to go outside of God to resolve my need.  Psalm 62:5-8 

 
Lead.  

• Guide your group to consider the following questions: 
1. What are you trying to do without God? 
2. In what ways are you living a lifestyle of dependency on God? 
3. If what you are doing can be accomplished by an unbeliever, are you truly depending on 

God? 
4. Who do you need to encourage towards dependency on God this week? 

 
Pray. 

• Close by spending time in prayer as a group. Email a reminder of prayer requests and 
answered prayer to group members later this week. This will remind the group of our need for 
daily dependence on God. 

 
 

 
 
 


