
1  |  W H E N  A L L  I S  S A I D

When All is Said: Serve
Landing Point: To be like Jesus, I must fi rst 

seek to serve, not be served.
February 23, 2020

CONFIDENTIALIT Y  | What’s said in the group stays in the group.

NO CROSS -TALK  | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting 
during group time.

NO FIXING | We are not in the group to fi x each other. Jesus does that part.

SHARING  | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Don’t talk too much or too little. Every person brings 
something valuable to the group.

g r o u p  d i s c u s s i o n

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

H O P E  A N D  H E L P
Let’s be honest. We’re often troubled, afraid and unsure about life. Often, life doesn’t work the way we think it 

should. In those times, we need hope and help. We need hope that we can get through the hard times. We need 

help too because we face plenty of situations that make us doubt whether we have what it takes to deal with them. 

John 13–17 is Jesus’ farewell message to His disciples. In it, Jesus is real with them. He tells them there will be 

hard times ahead. But He also gives His disciples hope and help. This week your group will look at one of eight 

powerful words Jesus spoke and modeled for His disciples just hours before His arrest and crucifi xion. 

Q: What words do you associate with “serve” or “serving”?

i n t r o d u c t i o n



2  |  W H E N  A L L  I S  S A I D

l e a r n

Select 2–3 questions to discuss as a group.

L I V E  T O  S E R V E
Imagine this scene. Jesus and His disciples have just finished a meal together and are resting. Then Jesus does 

something bizarre. He gets up, takes off His outer clothes and ties a towel around His waist. Then He proceeds to 

wash all the disciples’ feet. The disciples are shocked and don’t understand why He’s doing this. This is the dirty job 

of a servant, not someone like Jesus. Jesus then explains what He has just done:

“The footwashing is a symbol of what I will do for you and what you ought to do for one another. Serve one another 

as I have served you. Live to serve and not to be served. If you do this, you’ll be blessed. I’ve chosen you and am 

telling you all these things now so that you’ll remember who I am and who sent you.” 

read: John 13:1–30. Split into pairs and retell the story to one another.

Q: What makes it hard to serve others?
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Select 2–3 questions from this section to answer.
 

T H E  W A Y  O F  J E S U S
The goal of the Christian life is to become more like Jesus. Jesus gives us an example to follow. He was a servant at 
heart. He didn’t come to this earth to be served. He came to serve and give His life for others. He humbled Himself 
and put the needs of others above His own. The way of Jesus is the way of humility. His way is serving others without 
expecting to get something in return. His way is serving from a heart full of love, not one that’s trying to prove 
something or win points with God.

l i v e
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l e a d

Select 1 question from this section to ask your group.

D E L I G H T F U L  D U T Y
Jesus doesn’t just give His disciples a suggestion on how to live. He gives them a command. Serving is the delightful 
duty that brings you closer to the heart of Jesus, the ultimate servant. Serving is not optional for the believer. To 
follow Jesus is to serve others—even when it’s inconvenient or costs you something. It’s to serve everyone, even 
those who might annoy or even betray you. It’s to serve from a heart that overflows with love for God and others.

Q: Describe how serving can be both a duty and a delight.

Q: Name one change you will make this week in order to be more like Jesus, the ultimate 
servant.

Q: How would your life be different if you lived to serve others?

Q: What’s one thing you can do this week to take the focus off yourself and put it on 
others?

 
Thank God for the example of His Son in how to live. Pray for a heart to serve others out of love. Ask God to reveal 
ways for you to serve others with your time, talents and resources.

p r ay


