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God’s Promises: The Promise of Forgiveness
Landing Point: When I confess my sin, God 

promises to forgive and cleanse me.
February 16, 2020

CONFIDENTIALIT Y  | What’s said in the group stays in the group.

NO CROSS -TALK  | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting 
during group time.

NO FIXING | We are not in the group to fi x each other. Jesus does that part.

SHARING  | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Don’t talk too much or too little. Every person brings 
something valuable to the group.

g r o u p  d i s c u s s i o n

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

N O  F A I L U R E  I S  F I N A L
There are plenty of times when we fall fl at on our face, right? Maybe it’s been a long day, you’re tired, hurt, angry 

or lonely. Temptation comes our way and—WHAM—we give in. We sin. When we fall down, we need help to get 

back up. This week you will discuss another promise from God. He promises to forgive sin when we confess it, and 

He is faithful to do what He says. This gives us hope that no failure is fi nal in God’s eyes. We have hope in Jesus, 

who succeeded where we so often fail. 

Q: What does the phrase “no failure is fi nal” mean, in your own words?

i n t r o d u c t i o n
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l e a r n

Select 2–3 questions to discuss as a group.

W A L K  I N  T H E  L I G H T
God’s character is central to John’s message about forgiveness. He tells believers, “We are teaching you the same 

message Jesus taught us. God is light, and there is no darkness in Him. If you walk in the light, you experience a 

shared life together and Jesus’ blood cleanses us from sin.” John then points to what believers are to do when they 

blow it. He says, “We all sin, so admit it. When you sin, confess it and remember that God is faithful to forgive you 

and cleanse you. You’re a work in progress, and God is getting rid of the sin in you, little by little, day by day.”

read: 1 John 1:5–10. Which words would you use to describe God’s character other 
than “light”?

Q: Why is it impossible to have fellowship with God and walk in darkness?
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Select 2–3 questions from this section to answer.
 

Y O U R  P A R T ,  H I S  P A R T
God’s promise of forgiveness and cleansing protects you from those condemning, shameful and accusatory voices 
that always seem to creep into your mind when you give in to temptation. John’s instructions are clear: When you 
sin, you need to confess it. To confess means to acknowledge your sin. Name it as something that goes against God 
and His will for your life. When you do this, God promises to do His part—He will forgive your sin. He doesn’t count 
it against you. He removes it from your record. God also promises to cleanse you. He washes away the guilt, shame 
and condemnation. You can be made clean in Him, regardless of anything you’ve done.

Q: What are some of the voices you hear after you’ve failed?

l i v e
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l e a d

Select 1 question from this section to ask your group.

H O P E  I N  T H E  G O S P E L
God doesn’t forgive because of who we are or anything we do. His forgiveness flows out of His character, which is 
loving and gracious. God is faithful, righteous and good. Ultimately, He forgives because of who Jesus is and what 
He did. Jesus confronted evil and sin and overcome it. His death and resurrection proved that He won the victory 
over sin and that forgiveness is possible. He made a way for us to return to God and have a relationship with Him. 
Because Jesus died and rose again, God doesn’t require you to pay for your sin. Jesus has already paid the price for 
you.

Q: How does Jesus’ victory give you hope that victory over sin is possible in your life?

Q: Name someone who needs to hear about the hope Jesus gives for the forgiveness of 
sins. How could you share this message with them?

Q: What are the dangers of not confessing sin? What are the benefits?

 
Spend time praising God for who He is. He is holy, righteous and good. He is pure, and there is no flaw or defilement 
in Him. He always does the right thing in a just way. His is good, which means He never acts with evil intentions. 
Ask the Spirit to reveal sin in your life. Confess it and ask God to forgive and cleanse you.

p r ay


